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Sustainability in the electronics industry



The industry sees itself as an enabler for future topics such as 
climate protection
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Significance of the electronics and digital industries as enablers for future topics, 

especially climate protection

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

High significance

Low significance

No significance

89%

10%

2%

Notes: Rounding differences possible
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 760 German participants
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Notes: Rounding differences possible
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 760 German participants

Assessment of the EU Sustainable Finance Taxonomy

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

More than half of the companies cannot yet assess the 
EU's Sustainable Finance Taxonomy

32%

12%
28%

28% Chance

Risk

No evaluation possible yet

I do not know the EU Sustainable Finance Taxonomy
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Notes: Multiple answers possible (except for "None of the above")
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 760 German participants

Contribution of own company to taxonomy-compliant environmental goals

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

The companies surveyed make a high contribution to the 
taxonomy-compliant environmental goals 

Climate protection

Adaptation to climate change

Sustainable use of water resources

Transition to a circular economy

Pollution prevention

Protection of ecosystems and 
biodiversity

To none of the above

56%

32%

27%

34%

55%

21%

19%
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Notes: Multiple answers possible (except for "None of the above")
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 760 German participants

Type of the company's contribution to taxonomy-compliant environmental goals

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

Digitization is an important lever for achieving taxonomy-
compliant environmental goals

Manufacturing of products that help users 
save energy or resources

Selection of suppliers according to 
sustainability criteria

Purchase of green electricity and/or use of 
own renewable energies

Use of recycling and waste management

Digitization of processes to save resources 

Donations to sustainably oriented non-profit 
organizations

Others

None of the above

48%

36%

50%

59%

64%

17%

4%

7%
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Notes: Multiple answers possible
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 760 German participants

Most important measures to achieve the goal of climate neutrality of the EU by 2050

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

To achieve climate neutrality in the EU, renewable energies 
must be expanded and investments made in research

Expansion of renewable energies

Electrification of mobility

Digitization of processes to reduce resource 
consumption

Higher energy efficiency

Fewer and more expensive emission rights

Investments in research & development

Expansion of the circular economy

Changes in consumer behavior

85%

28%

49%

72%

16%

76%

54%

66%
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Notes: Multiple answers possible
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 760 German participants

Biggest obstacles to achieving climate neutrality in the EU

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

Bureaucracy and geopolitical tensions are the biggest obstacles 
to achieving EU climate neutrality from an industry perspective

Geopolitical tensions (e.g., war in Ukraine, trade relations 
with China

Supply bottlenecks (e.g., steel, rare earths, chips)

Social acceptance (e.g., resistance to expansion of 
renewable energies)

Bureaucracy (e.g., failure to achieve expansion targets)

Unclear or contradictory legal frameworks

Lack of economic incentives

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

Others

73%

57%

53%

78%

58%

39%

5%

9%
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Notes: Multiple answers possible at Delays (except “No delays” & “Can’t give an opinion”); rounding differences possible
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 760 German participants

Measures for the energy transition in own company

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

The company's own measures for the energy turnaround are 
jeopardized above all by supply bottlenecks

Geopolitical tensions (e.g., war in Ukraine, trade 
relations with China)

Supply bottlenecks (e.g., steel, rare earths, chips)

Social acceptance (e.g., resistance to expansion 
of renewable energies)

Bureaucracy (e.g., failure to achieve expansion 
targets)

Unclear or contradictory legal frameworks

Lack of economic incentives

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

Others

No delay

Can‘t give an opinion

37%

50%

12%

40%

28%

20%

1%

3%

9%

20%

Yes

No

Don‘t know

60%

12%

28%

Company has measures in 
place or in planning

Delay of the measures 
due to ...



Sustainability management in the company should, among 
other things, help to reduce energy costs

9

Opportunities through sustainability management in the company 

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

Inspire young generations for the 
industry

Long-term customer loyalty

Reduce energy costs

Building resilient supply chains

Others

Currently no sustainability managment
in the company

44%

50%

70%

47%

2%

12%

Notes: Multiple answers possible (except “Currently no sustainability management in the company”)
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 760 German participants
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Survey method

METHOD

For the electronica Trend Index 2022, 760 German exhibitors 
and visitors were surveyed

Field time

Population

Survey method

▪ September 19 to 30, 2022

▪ German exhibitors and visitors of electronica 2018 & already registered German exhibitors and visitors of 

electronica 2022

▪ Anonymous online survey

▪ Conducted by the polling institute IfaD

Number of interviews ▪ n = 760 
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Notes: Rounding differences possible
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 760 German participants

Statistics: economic sector of the participants

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

Manufacturers of electronic assemblies & subsystems are 
the largest group among the participants surveyed 

Application/use of electronic 
components/assemblies/subsystems

Production of electronic components

Production of electronic 
assemblies/subsystems

Trade with electronic 
components/assemblies/subsystems

Services

Research & development

Apprenticeship & training

Authorities/ministries

12%

16%

32%

13%

14%

9%

2%

1%



Many respondents work in the field of industrial electronics 
or automotive
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Notes: Rounding differences possible
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 738 German participants whose company is not active in the field of teaching & training or public authorities/ministries

Statistics: industry of participants

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

Industrial electronics

Automotive

E-Mobility

Electronics for railroad technology

Energy 

Lightning

Military electronics

Aerospace

Medical electronics

Telecommunications

Office & Data Technology 

Entertainment electronics

Electronics for other consumer goods

Commerce

Service

Others

32%

17%

3%

1%

3%

1%

1%

2%

4%

4%

1%

1%

4%

7%

8%

12%
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Notes: Rounding differences possible
Source: electronica Trend Index 2022, basis: 760 German participants

Statistics: Number of employees

ELECTRONICA TREND INDEX 2022

One-third of respondents work in companies with 
1,000 or more employees

1 – 4

5 – 9

10 – 49

50 – 199

200 – 499

500 - 999

1,000 and more

11%

6%

16%

16%

10%

7%

34%


